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respective approaches in the region to political Islam, which have become 
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eroded the ability of the region’s states to come together, even on the Israeli-

Palestinian issue, which traditionally garnered much consensus. The division 

resulting from differing political and ideological approaches was also evident 
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Two prominent camps comprise the regional mosaic today. One, including 
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Muslim Brotherhood proxy that entangles the Egyptian regime with Israel, 
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example of Islamic movements’ ability to seize power – is an organization 

that collaborated, and to some extent still collaborates, with Iran.M Thus, 

there is evident tension in the position of these countries between hostility 
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solidarity with the Palestinians. The attitude of the “moderate” camp toward 
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interests and civilians.
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rejected the Egyptian initiative and argued that this caused the deaths of 
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was in fact acting in the service of Iranian interests and those of the Muslim 

Brotherhood and its allies, Qatar and Turkey. Egyptian Foreign Minister 

Sameh Shoukry even accused Qatar (and Turkey) of an attempt to thwart 

the Egyptian mediation initiative and commandeer Egypt’s leading position.
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damage to its standing in the region was evident even before the outbreak of 
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While Cairo condemned the escalation of Israeli operations and demanded 
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have saved the lives of many Palestinians had it accepted the Egyptian 
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regional agenda. Egypt demanded that the economic aid to rebuild Gaza 

come from countries sharing Egypt’s view of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
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and that it be channeled for civilian, not military reconstruction of Gaza. 
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ground operation, calls began to be heard in Egypt to relieve the suffering 

of the civilian population in Gaza and open the Rafah border crossing. 
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This growing popular sentiment propelled the Egyptian leadership to show 
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Political Bureau chief Khaled Mashal, were not permitted to enter Egypt to 

participate in the negotiations, and the organization was forced to take part 
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has angered various Middle East regimes, played a key role, mainly negative, 
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Qatar’s rivalry with the el-Sisi regime in Cairo and with Riyadh is connected, 
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proxies in the region.
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negotiations, initially supported the Qatari mediation initiative. US economic 

and security interests in the emirate, as well as chilly Washington-Cairo 

relations following the fall of the Muslim Brotherhood government in Egypt 

in what the administration views as a military coup, formed the background 

to this support. 
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should it adopt the Egyptian mediation initiative and thus risk the loss of Qatari 

aid, or should it prefer the support of the wealthy emirate and incur the risk 
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position toward the Egyptian mediation initiative during the campaign was 
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proposal when it appeared that the extent of the death and destruction in 

Gaza was threatening its very rule. Predictably, Qatar was not pleased with 
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the political priority given to the Egyptian political effort.
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leadership was also forced to contend with what appeared to be a small 

regional matter regarding the events in Gaza and the Palestinian arena in 

general: the instability in Iraq and Syria and the takeover of large parts of 
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these countries by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) is at the top of 

the political and defense agenda of many states in the region. The Sunni 

monarchies in the Gulf seek to stop the progress of radical Islamic forces 
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by its need to concentrate on events beyond its borders. The kingdom is 

focused on the challenge to stability in its vicinity from radical Islamic forces 

in Yemen and Iraq and on the effort to fend off the danger that domestic 
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participation was limited to behind-the-scenes support for the Egyptian 

political line, which can be interpreted as tacit agreement with Israel’s 
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but it sought to avoid being seen as unsupportive of the Palestinian issue. 

Therefore, as occurred more than once in the past, the Saudi king gave a 
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carried out what he called “war crimes” in Gaza, although he did not mention 
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and commentators joined the call for a comprehensive regional political 
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Toward a Regional Arrangement?
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be weakened, as well as the focus on a political and security agenda that is 

not connected to events in the Israeli-Palestinian arena. On the other hand, 
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well, these power struggles could cause wars to be prolonged, even if this 
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on the other, could hamper the creation of effective leverage for pressuring 
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among them, and the web of threats in the region.
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will improve if an effort in this direction is made in the context of a regional 

political framework that is as broad as possible. Reconstruction of Gaza with 
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(and Turkey) over the organization. In order to promote this interest, Israel 
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a long time, and given their internal political upheavals they are ready to 

sign a comprehensive deal.”5
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weakening of those states is actually an argument in favor of Israel’s avoiding 
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the agreement and meet their obligations, there is much room between a 

comprehensive regional political settlement and a lack of cooperation, and 
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in Gaza, several political possibilities have become clear that can deepen 
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common interest in curbing the Iranian nuclear threat, this bloc also shares 

the Israeli interest in weakening state and non-state regional forces that are 
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